
Please pray for our shut-ins 
and others with ongoing 
health concerns: 
 

· Ana Biederman & Family 

· Hazel Breig 

· Helen Edgerton 

· Irene Houpt 

· Elaine Janjanin 

· Karen & Jason Janjanin 

· Franni Lewis 

· Rev. Walter Maienshein 

· Bob Marsh 

· Tom Marsh 

· Eddie & Carol Ortiz 

· Henrietta Reynolds 

· Hattie & Herb Rollerson 

· Peg Schiller 

· Evelyn Schlegel 

· Helen Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  If you would like to put 
someone on the Olive Leaf Prayer 
List, please leave a message in the 
church office or put it into writing 
and give to Pastor Linda. 

It’s February 26, 2010 and as of 3:02 this 
morning I am a grandmother for the first 
time!  Elizabeth Lightning Jaymes 
weighed 7 lbs. 7 oz. and is 20” long.  
Needless to say, 
it’s a very exciting 
time for our family.   

I am very eager to 
see and hold this 
new little one and find out all about her, 
and I hope this week’s blizzard won’t 
keep me off the roads for long. 

 In the midst of all this excitement, I find 
myself wondering what it means to be a 
grandmother.  What will be my role in 
this child’s life?  Will I have the chance to 
be the “person of faith” in her life, just as 
my grandmother was for me?  Will the 
miracle of her birth help her parents to 
reconsider the faith that they were both 
taught from the time they were children?  
I certainly hope so.  This, at least, is my 
prayer. 

 This train of thought reminds me of the 
influence we have on the lives of those 
around us.  In many different ways—
often without our knowing it—God uses 
us to touch the hearts of others and draw 
them closer to Him.  In many cases, 
however, reaching family members with 
the Good News is especially hard.  For 
some reason, we don’t like to be 
“preached at “ by members of our own 
family.  I remember how my older sister 
used to offer to help me with math when 
I was in Jr. High and how I would refuse 
her help because I didn’t want to admit 
that I even needed help! 

 I think it’s much the same when it 
comes to sharing the Gospel.  It’s hard 
to help family members or anyone, for 
that matter, if they won’t admit that they 
need help.  But that’s where the Holy 
Spirit comes in.  In John 6:44 Jesus tells 
us that “No one can come to me 
unless the Father who sent me draws 
him…”   Drawing people to Christ is the 

work of the Spirit, and no one can really 
“hear” the Good News and embrace it 
until the Spirit has softened his or her 
heart.  And since we don’t always know 
if the Spirit has fully prepared someone’s 
heart to accept Christ we need to be 
gentle and loving and non-judgmental 
when we share our faith with others. 

 Believe it or not, we actually have the 
easier part in that whole process.  It’s 
much harder to soften and change a 
person’s heart than to sow the seeds of 
Good News.  That’s why we should also 
be faithful in praying for our loved ones 
to help support the Spirit in his work.  In 
the end, the outcome is in God’s hands 
and our job is to be faithful and leave the 
rest to God. 

 That’s what I will continue to do in my 
family and I encourage you not to give 
up on loved ones who may still be far 
from God.  We know just how much God 
was willing to sacrifice to save us, and 
we can trust that just as this dreadful 
winter will eventually give way to spring, 
God will be at work in the lives and 
hearts of those we love until Jesus 
comes again. 

 

   Your pastor & friend, 

  �����  

 p.s.  Before you even ask, I have no 
idea where Elizabeth’s middle name 
came from.  I’m going to suggest that 
they change it to “Blizzard!” 
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MARCH 

01 - Zakki Blatt-Strunk 

06 - Helen Edgerton 

07 - Brenda Blandford 

11 - Eydie Rodebaugh 

17 - Sylvian Deigh 

19 - Juan Santiago 

24 - Armond Chapadeau 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 

01 - Mary Sue Blevins 

12 - Brian Burke 

25 - Donald Deigh 
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     Pastor Linda is preaching a series of 
sermons during Lent on the five main 
purposes of the church, or “Member 
Privileges.”  If you would like to read the 
scriptures ahead of time, here they are: 
 

DATE       TOPIC   SCRIPTURE 

Feb. 21     Worship        Deuteronomy 6 
   Mark 12:28-34 
 

Feb. 28     Service Isaiah 58:6-11 
   Romans 12 
 

Mar. 7   Fellowship Ruth 1:1-18 
   Acts 2:42-47 
 

Mar. 14   Evangelism John 1:29-51 
             Romans 10:11-15 
           1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
 

Mar. 21   Discipleship Matthew 7:24-29 
         Ephesians 4:7, 11-16 
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Corner of Broad & Diamond Sts. 
(Parking Lot is on Diamond St., next to church) 

 

     Pastor Linda will again be participat-
ing in the “Seven Last Words” service 
held each year at Berean Church from 
noon until 3 p.m.  Seven different pastors 
each preach a short meditation on one of 
the Lord’s last “words” from the Cross.  
The service is interspersed with hymns, 
prayers, and special music.  All are in-
vited and you may come and go at any 
time during the service, as best suits your 
schedule.  A meal is served afterward in 
Berean’s fellowship hall. 

 

    According to Native American leg-
end, when a young boy reached adoles-
cence, his father took him into the for-
est, blindfolded him, and left him 
alone.  He was required to sit on a 
stump all night until the morning 
sunlight shone through the blindfold.  
He was not allowed to cry out for help 
to anyone.  Once he survived the night, 
he was a man.  He was not to tell the 
other boys of this experience, because 
each lad would come into manhood on 
his own. 

    Naturally, the boy was terrified.  He 
could hear all kinds of noises.  Wild 
beasts surely were all around him.  
Even humans were a threat.  Though 
the wind blew the grass and earth and 
shook the stump, he should sit stoi-
cally, never removing the blindfold.  It 
was the only way he could become a 
man! 

    Eventually, the sun would appear 
and he could remove the blindfold.  It 
was then that he would discover his 

father sitting on the stump next 
to him.  His father had been 

at watch the entire night, 
protecting his son from 
harm. 

    Like the boy in the 
legend, we spend our 

lives “blindfolded,” de-
pending on a God we cannot see.  But 
unlike the Native American boy, we do 
not need to fear the terrors of the night.  
We know that our powerful, loving 
Lord is sitting right there next to us all 
the time, and although we cannot see 
him we can trust him to be on “watch,” 
keeping us from harm.  So, the next 
time you feel like you are all alone, all 
you have to do is reach out.  God is 
sitting right beside you, ready to help 
you in times of trouble and even in the 
darkest night. 
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     This poem was written by Jimmy Letteer on the occasion 
of Jim & Gerry’s 25th Anniversary in March of 1976.   

 

TWENTY-FIVE AND STILL COUNTING 

Our life together has been like a song, 
We started with love; that’s still going strong. 

There were times I was loud and spoke with a shout, 
And things that were said in anger, no doubt. 

 

But patience and love that you greatly possess, 
Excelled above all and love done the rest. 

God sure made a great one when he had made you, 
And to think you’re all mine for my whole life thru. 

 

Our years have been swift, our family has grown, 
Just three more to go, and then we’re alone. 

Not really alone with the five children we have, 
They always come home to see Mom and Dad. 

 

And Mom, she’s the greatest, she’ll do anything, 
Change diapers, do wash, or iron a few things. 

What turns her on most and makes her feel great: 
When the grandchildren visit and stay very late. 

 

What more can I say after twenty-five years, 
I’ve just said it all, and shed a few tears. 

 
This year Jim & Gerry celebrate their 59th anniversary. 

Congratulations! 
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HIS FRIENDSHIPS: 
“GOD-GIVEN FELLOWSHIP” 

by Sandy Parente 
 

He gives us friendships here on earth— 
More than gold is what they’re worth. 

Someone’s ear to bend and chat, 
All about this, and all about that. 

 

We talk about our joys and woes; 
             Good friends do keep us on our toes. 

Yes, fellowship’s a “true-blue” gift. 
It makes our moods and spirits lift. 

 

So thank the Lord in heaven on high 
For friends down here in great supply! 

Congratulations to Jennifer Clegg 
 

      Our congratulations and prayers go out to Jennifer 
Clegg upon her Cum Laude graduation from Temple 
University in February.  She majored in Criminal Justice 
and her dream is to work for the FBI. 

     While she is waiting to take civil service exams, she 
is pursuing other employment.  Please pray that she is 
able to get a job in the Philadelphia area where she hopes 
to remain. 

     Good job, Jennifer!  You go girl! 

 

Inspired by her dedication during her college years, I composed 
a poetic tribute to Jennifer Clegg to celebrate her recent 

graduation from Temple University… 
 

“ODE TO JENNIFER” 

By Sandra Parente 
 

The time has come to celebrate 
Your recent graduation date. 

You’ve read, you’ve worked, you’ve studied, too. 
You kept your focus, tried and true. 

Now go into the world outside. 
Step with courage, faith & pride. 

 
Find a path that makes you glad; 

Fulfill the dreams you always had. 
Use your knowledge, “heart,” and skill— 

Your life’s ambitions to fulfill. 
Be sure to add lighthearted fun; 
Enjoy some hours in the sun. 

 
You’ve made us all so very proud. 

You’ll always stand out in the crowd! 
 

Congratulations and much success! 
God bless you… 
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FOOD, FOOD, FOOD 

1. Who was famous as an eater of locusts? 
2. What four faithful young men refused to eat the rich 

foods of the king of Babylon? 
3. Who traded his bread & lentil stew for his brother’s 

birthright? 
4. Who had a baker who made pastries for him? 
5. What incident in David’s life caused people to bring 

him all manner of foods to eat? 
6. According to the Law, what was the Passover meal to 

be composed of? 
7. What old man was deceived when his son dressed in 

goatskin gloves and presented him with a meal of 
cooked goat? 

8. Who served cheese, milk and veal to the Lord when 
he made his appearance in the form of three men? 

9. What did Ezekiel’s edible scroll taste like in his 
mouth? 

10. What judge of Israel cooked a meal for an angel that 
included a pot of broth? 

11. In what book of the Bible is Canaan first described a a 
land flowing with milk and honey? 

12. What prized animal was killed for food when the 
Prodigal Son returned home? 

13. In what country did the Hebrews feed on cucumbers, 
melons, leeks, onions and garlic? 

14. When Jacob’s sons made a second trip to Egypt, what 
food the they bring with them as a gift for Joseph? 

15. What prophet, who was herdsman and fruit-picker by 
trade, had a vision of a basket of ripe fruit? 

16. Who ate honey out of a lion’s carcass? 
17. What miraculous food resembled coriander seed? 
18. What prophet purified some deadly stew and a water 

supply?  
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LILY 
 

     The lily that blooms around Easter is a symbol of 
Christ’s resurrection because it rises from a 
seemingly lifeless bulb decaying in 
the ground.  It is also used as a sym-
bol of Christ himself.  The lily, a 
symbol of purity, is often used to 
represent the Virgin Mary. 

What Is Maundy Thursday? 
 

Maundy Thursday is the Thursday of Holy Week, the 
week between Palm Sunday and Easter.  The word 
“Maundy” is a shortened version of the Latin word 
“mandatum,” which means commandment.  Our word 
“mandate” also comes from the same Latin word. 
 
At the Last Supper, Jesus gave his friends a new com-
mandment.  He told his disciples, “I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I 
have loved you, you also should love one another.”  
(John 13:34) 
 
As Christians gather to eat and share Holy Commun-
ion on Maundy Thursday, we should make a special 
effort to demonstrate our love and respect for one an-

other.  It is a time to seek out those for 
whom we don’t naturally have affection 
and express our wish that the living Christ 

may dwell in them and bless them.  
This year our Maundy Thursday 
Communion Service will be held at 

7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary. 
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ANSWERS 

1. John the Baptist (Matthew 3:4) 

2. Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego (Daniel 1:3-16) 

3. Jacob (Genesis 25:29-34) 

4. The pharaoh of Joseph’s time 
(Genesis 40:16-17) 

5. His flight from his rebellious son, 
Absalom (2 Samuel 17:22-29) 

 

6. A cooked lamb, unleavened bread 
and bitter herbs (Exodus 12:3-10) 

7. Isaac (Genesis 27:18) 

8. Abraham (Genesis 18:1-8) 

9. Honey (Ezekiel 3:3) 

10. Gideon (Judges 6:19) 

11. Exodus (3:8) 

12. The fatted calf (Luke 15:23) 

 

13. Egypt (Numbers 11:5) 

14. Almonds (Genesis 43:11 

15. Amos (8:1) 

16. Samson Judges 14:5-9) 

17. Manna  (Exodus 16:31 

18. Elisha  (2 Kings 2:19-22l;4:38-41) 

(ANSWERS BELOW) 
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In the beginning, which occurred near the start, there 
was nothing but God, darkness, and some gas.  The Bible 
says, 'The Lord thy God is one, but I think He must be a 
lot older than that.  Anyway, God said, 'Give me a light!' 
and someone did.  

Then God made the world.  He split the 
Adam and made Eve.  Adam and Eve 
were naked, but they weren't embar-
rassed because mirrors hadn't 
been invented yet.  Adam and Eve 
disobeyed God by eating one 
bad apple, so they were driven from 
the Garden of Eden......Not sure what 
they were driven in though, because 
they didn't have cars.  Adam and Eve 
had a son, Cain, who hated his 
brother as long as he was Abel. 

Pretty soon all of the early people died off, except for Me-
thuselah, who lived to be like a million or something. 

One of the next important peo-
ple was Noah, who was a good 
guy, but one of his kids was 
kind of a Ham.  Noah built 
a large boat and put his family 
and some animals on it. He 

asked some other people to join 
him, but they said the would have 
to take a rain check. 

After Noah came Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Jacob was 
more famous than his brother, Esau, because Esau sold 
Jacob his birthmark in exchange for some pot roast.  
Jacob had a son named Joseph who wore a really loud 
sports coat. 

Another important Bible guy is Moses, whose real name 
was Charlton Heston.  Moses led the Israel Lights out of 
Egypt and away from the evil Pharaoh after God sent ten 
plagues on Pharaoh's people.  These plagues included 
frogs, mice, lice, bowels, and no cable. 
 

God fed the Israel Lights every day with manicotti. 
Then he gave them His Top Ten 
Commandments. These include: 
don't lie, cheat, smoke, dance, or 
covet your neighbor's stuff.  Oh, 
yeah, I just thought of one 
more: Humor thy father and thy 
mother. 

One of Moses' best helpers was Joshua who was the 
first Bible guy to use spies.  Joshua fought the battle of 
Geritol and the fence fell over on the town. 

After Joshua came David.  He got to be 
king by killing a giant with a sling-
shot.  He had a son named Solo-
mon who had about 300 wives and 
500 porcupines.  My teacher says 
he was wise, but that doesn't sound 
very wise to me. 

After Solomon there were a bunch of major league 
prophets.  One of these was Jonah, who was swal-
lowed by a big whale and then barfed up on the shore.  
There were also some minor league prophets, but I 
guess we don't have to worry about them. 

After the Old Testament came the New Testament.  
Jesus is the star of The New.  He was 
born in Bethlehem in a barn.  (I wish I had been born in 
a barn too, because my mom is always saying to me, 
'Close the door! Were you born in a barn?' It would be 
nice to say, 'As a matter of fact, I was.') 

 During His life, Jesus had many arguments with sin-
ners like the Pharisees and the Democrats.  Jesus also 
had twelve opossums.  The worst one was Judas As-
paragus.  Judas was so evil that they named a 

terrible vegetable after him. 

 

Jesus was a great man.  He healed many leopards 
and even preached to some Germans on the Mount.  
But the Democrats and all those guys put Jesus on trial 
before Pontius the Pilot.  Pilot didn't stick up for Jesus.  
He just washed his hands instead. 

Anyways, Jesus died for our sins, then came back to life 
again.  He went up to Heaven but will be back at the 
end of the Aluminum.  His return is foretold in the book 
of Revolution. 
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An Obituary printed in the London Times  

      

Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend. Common 
Sense, who has been with us for many years. No one knows 
for sure how old he was, since his birth records were long ago 
lost in bureaucratic red tape.  He will be remembered as hav-
ing cultivated such valuable lessons as: 

     - Knowing when to come in out of the rain; 

     - Why the early bird gets the worm; 

     - Life isn't always fair; 

     - and maybe it was my fault. 

 

Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial 
policies (don't spend more than you can earn) and 
reliable strategies (adults, not children, are in 
charge).  His health began to deteriorate rapidly 
when well-intentioned but overbearing regula-
tions were set in place. Reports of a 6-year-old 
boy charged with sexual harassment for kiss-
ing a classmate; teens suspended from school 
for using mouthwash after lunch; and a teacher 
fired for reprimanding an unruly student, only 
worsened his condition. 

 

Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked teachers for 
doing the job that they themselves had failed to do in disciplin-
ing their unruly children. It declined even further when 
schools were required to get parental consent to administer sun 
lotion or an aspirin to a student but could not inform parents 
when a student became pregnant and wanted to have an abor-
tion. 

 

Common Sense lost the will to live as the churches became 
businesses; and criminals received better treatment than their 
victims.  Common Sense took a beating when you couldn't 
defend yourself from a burglar in your own home and the bur-

glar could sue you for assault.  Common 
Sense finally gave up the will to live after a 

woman failed to realize that a steaming cup of 
coffee was hot. She spilled a little in her lap, 
and was promptly awarded a huge settle-
ment. 

 

Common Sense was preceded in death, by his parents, Truth 
and Trust, by his wife, Discretion, by his daughter. Responsi-
bility, and by his son. Reason.  He is survived by his 4 step-
brothers; I Know My Rights, I Want It Now, Someone Else Is 
To Blame, and I'm A Victim.  Not many attended his funeral 
because so few realized he was gone. If you still remember 
him, pass this on. 

by Will Rogers  

1. Eventually you will reach a point when you stop 
lying about your age and start bragging about it. 

2. The older we get, the fewer things seem waiting in 
line for. 

3. Some people try to turn back their odometers.  Not 
me—I want people to know why I look this way.  
I’ve traveled a long way and some of the roads 
weren’t paved. 

4. When you are dissatisfied and would like to go back 
to your youth, think of Algebra. 

5. You know you are getting old when everything ei-
ther dries up or leaks. 

6. One of the many things no one tells you about aging 
is that it is such a nice change from being young. 

7. One must wait until evening to see how splendid the 
day has been.  (And to see the stars! —Ed.) 

8. Being young is beautiful, but being old is comfort-
able. 

9. Long ago when men cursed and beat the ground 
with sticks, it was called witchcraft.  Today it’s 
called golf. 

10. I don’t know how I got 
over the hill without get-
ting to the top. 

11. If you don’t learn to laugh 
at trouble, you won’t have anything to laugh at 
when you’re old! 

 
 
 
       
      
     The glory of young men is their strength, 
 gray hair the splendor of the old.   (Proverbs 20:29)  
 

     Gray hair is a crown of splendor; 
 it is attained by a righteous life.     (Proverbs 16:31) 

   
     Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, 
 I am he who will sustain you. 
     I have made you and I will carry you; 
 I will sustain you and I will rescue you.   
           (Isaiah 46:4) 
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     The gentleman who drew this is Joe Castillo.  He 
went to Asbury Theological Seminary and drew this 
during a chapel service.  It wasn’t clear until after he 
was finished that this depiction of Christ is more than 
just a view of his face.  See how many scenes from the 
life of Christ you can find in the picture.  Quite a rare 
talent! 

     Rev. David Drain, a “son” of Olivet Covenant, has re-
tired after 38 years as a minister of Word and Sacrament in 
the Presbyterian Church, USA.  For the last ten years of his 
ministry he served as Associate Pastor at First Presbyterian 
Church of Lakeland, Florida.  The photos below were part 
of a booklet that church put together to honor David. 
 
 
 
 
 
             David Ross Drain c. 1943 

 
                              
                                              with Ross Stover 1948 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      Drain family 1952               Marion’s H.S. Senior Prom 1961 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Senior photo, U. Penn 1964             Lt. Drain, Army Trans. Corps. ‘64-66 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                     Bristol Presbyterian/Philadelphia 
               First Church Served—1972-1980 

  Student, University of St. Andrews 
            (Scotland)  1969-71 

 

      

       David & Marion 2010 
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